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It would be unwise to overlook the crucial intersection between
map and census. --- the formal apparatus of the census con-
jured up, by delimiting territorially where, for political pur-
poses, they ended. Conversely, by a sort of demographic trian-
gulation, the census filled in politically the formal topography
of the map.
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The island of Formosa is not entirely under the dominion of
the Chinese; it is divided, as it were, into two parts, East and
West, by a chain of high mountains that commences at the
southernmost point of Sa-ma-ki-tow, and only finishes actually
at the north end of the island, near that fortress formerly built
by the Spaniards-called Ke-lung-chai by the Chinese. It is only
what lies to the west of these mountains that belongs to China,
i.e. that which is enclosed between 22° 8" and 25° 20’ of north
latitude. The eastern portion is inhabited by barbarians. The
country itself is mountainous, untilled, and wild.”
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The work provides a preliminary four-century survey of the population den-
sity of Taiwan. Unlike the existing literature, which by and large, used the
natural area of the whole island as the measuring reference, we take the ef-
fective political territory as the denominator. This adaption makes the pre-
sentation of the cross-century population density of Taiwan more plausible
than conventional presentations in that the five successive political regimes
of Taiwan each had a distinct sense of sovereignty as well as territory. Using
the area of the whole island to estimate the population density of Taiwan
before the 20th century would be misleading since the political territories
did not dominate the whole island. Our results thus create a long-term time
series for the population density of Taiwan that is advanced and consistent
with reality. To our knowledge, our work is possibly the first effort of this
type seen in the literature. It is not only important to demography but also
to other relevant fields.
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